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if the duke would make any settlement of his estate after his death to descend to them. I asked her if she believed it was practicable to persuade the duke to it. She said she feared not, then said, it comes to this short question, whether such an opportunity ought to be lost as of this marriage for a thing that was impossible to be obtained at present; when it is very likely to happen hereafter. When I found they began to incline to the thing I told •them I conceived it best not to declare themselves at the present; that the Earl of Feversham desired the settlement as well as they, and since the duke was averse to make it, he thought first to return to the King, to try if he could persuade him to give him something (for the late King had given him 20,OOOZ. when he married his first wife, who was Sir George Sands's daughter), and to make that the foundation for the Duke of Newcastle to make some addition to it. In the meantime he desired his grace and my Lady Margaret to take him into their good opinions, and so I returned, and told the duke the duchess would not consent in that manner. He said it was because she expected to make him settle his estate in present, but she should be deceived ; but turning to my Lord Feversham bid him not despair, but she would do it at last, for he knew their minds, that the "women approved of him very well.1 Thus we took our leaves, and returned to Thry-
1 Several of Sir John's letters to Halifax, now in the possession of Earl Spencer, refer to these singular matrimonial negotiations. They are well worth quoting as a contribution to the social history of the period. Reresby writes from Thrybergh on June !2G, 1687 : ' No man is more desirous than myself to perform the service last recommended to me from your lordship •and the lord concerned, and no man shall more truly use the little interest he hath for that end. But the man and woman I have to deal -with in this matter are so uncertain that it is very discouraging to go about it. My wife was lately to visit the lady thirty miles off, and found her nothing discouraged by the late difference as to the disposal of her daughters. The thing in question came in discourse amongst others by accident, and the mother said she thought this proposal when made the most suitable .na to the person, but as to the fortune, it was like marrying a daughter to a parson; and her daughters were not yet so desperate to be disposed of so.